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Crusade preachers had a number of responsibilities during the
Middle Ages. Preachers were responsible for communicating
crusading messages to Christian subjects. They recruited crusaders
and sought supporters for the movement. They collected crusading
funds and participated in campaigns. During the journeys, the
preachers played a central role in creating the identity of the
crusading armies, in sustaining the morale of the crusaders, and in
explaining the goals of an expedition to the participants.This book
explores the creation of the ideal crusader in thirteenth-century
society.

It presents, for the first time, a study of the crusade model sermons
of the XIII century as a corpus in its entirety. How were the crusades
promoted? How was crusading ideology disseminated throughout
Christendom by experienced crusade preachers? What were the
characteristics of the ideal crusader? The book considers various
dimensions of crusade ideology and the values associated with
crusading in thirteenth-century society? the qualities that were
appreciated and valued by contemporaries, and the traits that were
considered disadvantageous in a crusading context. The
expectations, the aspirations, and the concerns of crusade preachers
with regard to the conduct and the quality of the crusaders are also
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